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Copenhagen Climate Summit     
As world leaders prepare to meet in Copenhagen in December to discuss climate change and carbon emissions, churches and Christians are invited to be part of the event.
 
Read our helpful briefing, The Copenhagen Climate Talks in under 3 minutes - www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/jpitenvironment.htm
Equality Bill FAQs
The Equality Bill has nearly finished its progress through the House of Commons and will soon be sent to the House of Lords for further consideration.  
 
The Bill contains important measures designed to protect against discrimination and promote equal treatment for people regardless of gender, race, age, religion, sexual orientation, and marital status, or if they have a disability, are pregnant or transgendered.  
 
The Bill has been warmly welcomed by some and criticised by others.  We have produced a Frequently Asked Questions on the Equality Bill for all you ever wanted to know about it...and more! - www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/jpit_equalitybillfaq_121009.pdf
Alcohol and Gambling 

Our comprehensive briefings on gambling and alcohol as public policy issues have recently been updated.  They cover details including recent legislative changes, Christian perspectives, current controversies and suggestions for action for local churches.
 
Alcohol - One too many...?  - www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/jpit_alcohol_onetoomany_1009.pdf 
Gambling - Against the odds...? - www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/jpit_gambling_againsttheodds_1009.pdf

 

OFT Consultation on Lending

We have responded to an OFT consultation which seeks to set regulations as to what lenders need to do before lending money. The central principle to the response was, that all people should be treated with dignity and respect and their gift of free will not be compromised by the need to service repayable debts. A major policy implication of this was that lenders should not lend unless they can confirm that the borrower has a good prospect of both servicing the loan and removing themselves from debt within a reasonable timescale.


Read the Response - www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/Irresponsible_lending_OFT_Response.pdf
Peace Conference 2010

2010 could be a momentous year for peacemaking. Inspired by the challenge of faith-inspired peacemaking, we are going to hold a major day-conference on peace in February 2010. The conference will provide a space for church members and Christian peacemakers to learn new skills, pray, reflect and network.  The exact details are being finalised so look out for the programme and how to book in our next newsletter.  For now, please set 6 February 2010 aside.  Prepare to come to Methodist Church House, London, and find out how you can build a more peaceful world.   
Public Issues Calendar
Make a note of key public issues dates for the churches for 2010.  Visit our online calendar - www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/jpitcalendar.htm


UPCOMING ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS 

 
Christian Ecology Link Weekend 2010
12-14 February 2010, Scarborough, North Yorkshire.
'On the verge of chaos - Transitional living in a time of collapse' 
For further details and booking form see www.christian-ecology.org.uk/scarborough-2010.htm or ring 0845 4598460.
UPCOMING ECONOMIC EVENTS
 
Poverty and Homelessness Action Week - 30 January - 7 February 2010
Free resources now available.
 
Help to resource your church to make a real difference in your community. Poverty & Homelessness Action Week runs every year in January-February. It includes Homelessness Sunday and Poverty Action Sunday.  www.actionweek.org.uk
 

UPCOMING FAITH AND HEALTH EVENTS
 

Inter Faith Week   www.interfaithweek.org
England           15-21 November            Contact e-mail: enquiries@interfaithweek.org.uk 
Wales               15-21 November           

Contact Nigel Anthony, Inter Faith Wales Development worker, 07940 001394
Scotland          22-29 November            

Contact Calum, chenderson@scottishinterfaithcouncil.org telephone 0141 420 6982

 

Mental Health Conference
Tuesday 2 February, 9.30am-4.00pm, Riverside Conference Centre, Pride Park, Derby
'Culture, Community and Consecration - Mental Health and the Exploration of Faith'
Cost: £25. Early bird discount available.
 
Further information and booking forms available from www.faithinderbyshire.org 
Contact Stella Collishaw 01332 388685 or stella.collishaw@derby.anglican.org 


Contact

If you would like to receive the Joint Public Issues Team Newsletter, or would like to publicise an event or project, please contact Wendy Cooper, e-mail - wendy.cooper@urc.org.uk ; phone - 020 7916 8632; address - 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT

IF YOU WOULD LIKE PAPER COPIES OF ANY OF THE ITEMS MENTIONED, PLEASE GET IN TOUCH.
