Energy Security and Green Economy Bill
A new Energy Security and Green Economy Bill is currently being considered in Parliament.  
The Bill is designed to:-

· Provide a Green Deal to enable improvements to energy efficiency in the homes and non-domestic properties to be paid for through savings on energy consumption

· Provide legislation to support the introduction of smart meters in all homes by 2019

· Give Councils powers to improve energy efficiency private rental accommodation which is the worst sector of domestic housing
· Measures to improve off-shore transmission to assist off-shore renewable electricity generation

We want to see the UK leading by example and putting in place a comprehensive strategy to enable us to meet our domestic emission reduction targets.

But to be effective the Energy Security and Green Economy Bill needs to be improved in the following areas:-
The Warm Front Amendment
Because of poor insulation around £1 of every £4 spent on heating in many UK homes is wasted.  [image: image1.jpg]‘% Baptist Union
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It clearly makes sense to insulate our homes to a much higher standard, cutting pollution, saving lives and cutting NHS costs and eradicating fuel poverty.  Getting greater energy efficiency in our homes is crucial to achieving our national carbon targets and overcoming fuel poverty.  Agencies are calling for legislation that commits us to ensuring that an energy efficiency revolution in our domestic housing sector.  ACTION
Local Carbon Budgets
In order to meet the national targets for carbon reduction we must get local councils and communities on board.  The Transition Towns movement is growing fast however leading councils around England – from all political parties – are calling for legislation in the Energy Bill. They are explicitly calling for a legal requirement to act – not a voluntary approach; and for clarity about what is expected of them – cutting local emissions in line with the Climate Change Act.   ACTION
Put in place measures to achieve a rapid decarbonisation of the power sector
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The Committee on Climate Change that advises government has stated that a rapid decarbonisation of the power sector is necessary with emissions reduced to 50% of the current levels by 2020.  Yet the government is set to approve applications for new coal-fired power stations.   
Stop Climate Chaos is calling for an Emissions Performance Standard to be set so that emissions from individual power stations do not exceed 350g/CO2 per KWhr by 2020 (compared to 800–900 at present) with this standard getting tougher over time.  Proposals for a new Emissions Performance Standard were supported by the Liberal Democrats and Conservative parties as recently as February 2010 yet the coalition government has declined to include such measures in the Energy Bill to be brought before Parliament by the end of 2010.   ACTION Ask your MP for a Emission Performance Standard to be incorporated in the forthcoming Energy Bill
Passage of the Bill

On 15 March 2011, the Energy Bill was introduced into the House of Commons with its First Reading. 
The Second Reading is expected to be held after the Easter recess.  The Bill will then enter committee stage where Amendments will be tabled and those tabling amendments will seek the support of MPs
LINKS:-

Stop Climate Chaos
The Baptist, Methodist, URC Big Climate Connection Briefing
The power sector accounts for one third of all carbon emissions in the UK.




















Higher fuel bills have led the number of households in fuel poverty to grow from 1.2 million in 2004 to 4.6 million 2010
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